Central Indiana County Water Authority

(CICWA) WA-5320040
2020 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report
Este informe contiene informacion muy importante sobre su agua de beber. Traduzcalo o hable con alguien que lo entienda bien.

This report shows our water quality and what it means.   If you have any questions about this report or concerning your water utility, please contact Rob Nymick at the Central Indiana County Water Authority, 30 East Wiley St. Homer City, PA 15748.    Phone: 724-479-8005 Business hours are from 8:30AM – 4:30PM Monday thru Friday.  We want our valued customers to be informed about their water utility.  If you want to learn more, please attend any of our regularly scheduled Water Authority Board meetings. They are held on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00PM at the Homer City Borough Office, 30 East Wiley St. Homer City, PA.

Our water source is Yellow Creek, which is a surface source.  The water is treated at the CICWA Water Treatment Plant located off of Mazza Street in Center Township. A source water assessment of the Yellow Creek Intake, which supplies water to the Mazza Street Water Plant, was completed in 2002 by the PA Department of Environmental Protection. (PADEP) A summary of our water system’s susceptibility to potential sources of contamination follows:

   1.  Accidental release of known or unknown contaminants along the major transportation corridors namely the bridges or roads.

   2.  Cumulative release of petroleum products from a number of locations with boating activities and repair along the creeks and the potential for accidental spills.

   3.  Storm water runoff from developed areas within the critical area carrying multiple contaminants.

Overall, the Central Indiana County Water Authority Watershed has a high risk of significant contamination.  Assessments are available from our offices that provide more detailed information such as potential sources of contamination.   This report will be available on the PADEP website at www.dep.state.pa.us (directLink “source water”) Complete reports were distributed to municipalities, water supplier, local planning agencies and PADEP offices.  Copies of the complete report are available for review at the PADEP Southcentral Regional Office, Records Management Unit at (717)-867-4000.
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other microbiological contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-4264791)
Central Indiana County Water Authority routinely monitors for contaminants in your drinking water according to Federal and State laws.  The following table shows the results of our monitoring for the period of January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020.  The State allows us to monitor for some contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants do not change frequently.  Some of our data is from prior years in accordance with the Safe Drinking Water Act.  The date has been noted on the sampling results table.  
In the table on page 2, you will find many terms and abbreviations you might not be familiar with. To help you better understand these terms we've provided the following definitions:

Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/l) - one part per million corresponds to one minute in two years or a single penny in $10,000.

Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter - one part per billion corresponds to one minute in 2,000 years, or a single penny in $10,000,000. 

Pico curies per liter (pCi/l) – is a measure of the radioactivity in water.

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) - is a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the average person.
Action Level (AL) - the concentration of a contaminant that, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements that a water system must follow.
Treatment Technique (TT) - A treatment technique is a required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.

Maximum Contaminant Level - The “Maximum Allowed” (MCL) is the highest level of a contaminant allowed in drinking water.  MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology.

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal - The “Goal” (MCLG) is the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) - The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.  There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminant.  

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) - The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  MRDLG’s do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contamination.

Running Annual Average (RAA)
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	DETECTED SAMPLE RESULTS

	Contaminant (Unit of     Measurement)
	Violation
	Level
	Range of Detections
	MCLG
	MCL In CCR Units
	     Sample
Date
	Likely Source of Contamination

	  Barium (mg/l)
	No
	0.0391
	 One sample required
	n/a
	           2
	6/09/20
	Discharge of drilling waste and metal refineries. Erosion of natural deposits

	 Turbidity (ntu)
	No
	0.04
	Range .02 - .04 ntu 100% of all samples below both 0.30 ntu limit and 0.10 ntu goal
	n/a
	TT = 1 ntu for a single test
	2020
	Soil Runoff

	 TTHMs. (Total 

 Trihalomethanes) (ppb)
	No
	     62.4
RAA
	Range 36.4 – 104
	n/a
	80 

RAA
	     2020
	By-product of drinking water chlorination

	 Haloacetic Acids (HAA5) (ppb)
	No
	29.3
RAA
	Range 23.9 – 41.3 
	n/a
	        60 

      RAA
	     2020
	By-product of drinking water chlorination

	 Chlorine (ppm)

 Distribution System Samples
	No
	   1.21*
	0.37 – 1.49 ppm at 5 sites
None above action level
	MRDL= 4
	MRDLG = 4
	     Oct.*
2020
	Water additive used to control microbes

	 Nitrate – Nitrite (ppm)
	No
	   0.57
	One sample required
	MRDL= 10
	MRDLG =10
	8-11-20
	Runoff from fertilizer use

	 Lead (ppb)
	No
	1.72**
	0 – 29.7 ppb at 21 sites.  
One above action level
	       15

	AL=15
	2019
	Corrosion of household plumbing.  Erosion of natural deposits. 

	 Copper (ppm)
	No
	0.02**
	0 - .103 ppm at 21 sites. None above action level.
	       1.3


	AL=1.3
	2019
	Corrosion of household plumbing.  Erosion of natural deposits.

	 Radon-228 (Pci/l)
	No
	1.4
	 One sample required.
	        n/a
	AL=5
	6/16/20
	Erosion of natural deposits.


      No Volatile Organic Chemicals (VOC’s) were detected in the samples taken in 2020.

       No Synthetic Organic Compounds (SOC’s) were detected in the samples taken in 2020.
      * Highest Average Monthly Result

      **90th percentile value. 
	ENTRY POINT DISINFECTANT RESIDUAL

	Contaminant
	Minimum Disinfectant

Residual
	Lowest Level Detected
	Range of Detections
	Units
	Sample Date of
Lowest Level
	Violation
Y/N
	Sources of Contamination

	Chlorine
	0.2
	0.76
	0.76 – 1.85
	ppm
	6/23/20
	N
	Water additive used to control microbes


	TOTAL ORGANIC CARBON (TOC)

	Contaminant
	 Alternative Compliance Criteria


	Number of Quarters Out Of Compliance
	Violation

Y/N
	Sources of Contamination

	TOC
	 The required 35% reduction in TOC for 2020 was met.
 35.6 – 39.3%
	0
	N
	Naturally present in the environment
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As you can see by the table on page 2, our system had no Testing Results Violations for this 2020 Consumer Confidence Report.  We did have one reporting violation in 2020.  Two samples were collected for the analysis of Trihalomethanes on the correct day and sent to the lab.  The laboratory notified us a week later that they had not analyzed the samples within the required time frame.  We resampled at the two sites one week later and the results of those samples were within DEP regulations. No other Violations were noted on the DEP Consumer Confidence Reporting System site for 2020.  We’re proud that your drinking water meets or exceeds all State and Federal requirements.  
The sources of drinking water (both tap and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs and wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or human activity.  Contaminants that may be present in source water include:

*  Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations and wildlife.

*  Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban storm water run-off, industrial run-off, industrial or domestic wastewater    discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming.

*  Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water run-off and residential uses.

*  Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban storm water run-off and septic systems.

*  Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

In order to assure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA and DEP prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  FDA and DEP regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same protection for public health. Drinking water, including bottled water, may be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. We have learned through our monitoring and testing that some contaminants have been detected in our water.  The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

MCL’s are set at very stringent levels. To understand the possible health effects described for many regulated contaminants, a person would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL level for a lifetime to have a one-in-a-million chance of having the described health effect.

Information about Lead
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.  Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing.  Central Indiana County Water is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components.  When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking.  If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested.  Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.   Lead in drinking water is rarely the sole cause of lead poisoning, but it can add to a person's total lead exposure. All potential sources of lead in the household should be identified and removed, replaced or reduced.
Thank you for allowing us to continue providing your family with clean, quality water this year. To maintain a dependable water supply we sometimes need to make improvements that will benefit all of our customers. These improvements are sometimes reflected as rate structure adjustments. Thank you for understanding.
Please call our office if you have questions.

Note:  On May 10, 2010 new rules from the PA DEP went into effect regarding the public notification (PN) of customers when a problem occurs with their drinking water.  Public notification is intended to ensure that consumers will always know if there is a problem with their water.  Public water systems must notify the people who drink their water within 24 hours if a situation develops where short-term exposure to the water will pose acute health risks.  We have chosen to use a phone dialing service and the local media to meet the requirements of the new rules.  We may also use the phone dialing service and local media to notify our customers of less urgent situations such as planned water outages, or water line flushing.  Please listen to and follow the directions when a phone call with a recorded message is made to you from the Central Indiana County Water Authority located in Homer City.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
     C.I.C.W.A.

     30 East Wiley St.

     Homer City PA 15748

The following members of the community volunteer their time to serve on the Central Indiana County Water Authority Board.  

Chairman – Rob Walbeck   Vice Chairman – Richard Morris    Secretary – Al Paratto   Treasurer – Laurie Morris   
Assistant Secretary Treasurer – Bill Sink
LEAD IN YOUR DRINKING WATER

Actions You Can Take To Reduce Lead In Your Drinking Water.

Health Threats From Lead 

Too much lead in the human body can cause serious damage to the brain, kidneys, nervous system, and red blood cells.

You have the greatest risk, even with short-term exposure, if:  you are a young child, or you are pregnant.

Sources of Lead in Drinking Water

Lead levels in your drinking water are likely to be highest if: your home has faucets or fittings made of brass which contains some lead, or your home or water system has lead pipes, or your home has copper pipes with lead solder, and the home is less than five years old, or you have naturally soft water, or water often sits in the pipes for several hours.

Flush Your Pipes Before Drinking

Anytime the water in a particular faucet has not been used for six hours or longer, "flush" your cold-water pipes by running the water until it becomes as cold as it will get.

(This could take as little as five to thirty seconds if there has been recent heavy water use such as showering or toilet flushing. Otherwise, it could take two minutes or longer.) The more time water has been sitting in your home's pipes, the more lead it may contain.  So, if you have been away from your home or business for a weekend, holiday, or vacation, it is especially important to flush all faucets that may be used for water consumption.

Only Use Cold Water for Consumption

Use only water from the cold-water tap for drinking, cooking, brushing teeth, and especially for making baby formula.

Hot water is likely to contain higher levels of lead.

The two actions recommended above are very important to the health of your family. They will probably be effective in reducing lead levels because most of the lead in household water usually comes from the plumbing in your house, not from the local water supply.

 Have Your Water Tested
After you have taken the two precautions above for reducing the lead in water used for drinking or cooking, have your water tested. The only way to be sure of the amount of lead in your household water is to have it tested by a competent laboratory.

Your water supplier may be able to offer information or assistance with testing. Testing is especially important for apartment dwellers, because flushing may not be effective in high-rise buildings with lead-soldered central piping.

Your state Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) or the federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) can provide additional information.

